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CMS DeBacker, Chaussée de La Hulpe / Terhulpsesteenweg, 178, 1170 Brussels, Belgium 

T +32 2 743 69 00 ï F +32 2 743 69 01  

 

CMS DeBacker, Amerikalei 92, 2000 Antwerp, Belgium 

T +32 3 206 01 40 ï F +32 3 206 01 50  
 
CMS DeBacker is a member of CMS, the organization of independent European law and tax firms of choice for organisations based in, or 

looking to move into, Europe. CMS provides a deep local understanding of legal, tax and business issues and delivers client-focused services 

through a joint strategy executed locally across 28 jurisdictions with 54 offices in Western and Central Europe and beyond. CMS was 
established in 1999 and today comprises nine CMS firms, employing over 2,400 lawyers and is headquartered in Frankfurt, Germany.   

  
CMS nine member firms are: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy); CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo (Spain); CMS Bureau 

Francis Lefebvre (France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (Netherlands); CMS 

von Erlach Henrici (Switzerland); CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany); and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz (Austria).  
 

CMS offices and associated offices: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Zurich, Aberdeen, Algiers, 

Antwerp, Arnhem, Beijing, Belgrade, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucharest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Cologne, Dresden, Dusseldorf, 
Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Ljubljana, Lyon, Marbella, Milan, Montevideo, Moscow, Munich, New York, Prague, Sao 

Paulo, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Utrecht, Warsaw and Zagreb.  

 
The members of CMS are in association with The Levant Lawyers with offices in Beirut, Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Kuwait. 

 

www.cms-db.com 
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Challenges and solutions 

We always adapt our services to your 

needs.  

Whether you need a single point of contact 

or direct access to a range of experts, weôll 

make it happen.  

You can rely on us to offer you the maxi-

mum of flexibility and  convenience. 

 

We stay enthusiastic about the law and the 

businesses we advise. 

Our 70-strong legal team does not just keep 

up-to-date with the latest developments; in 

many cases we are shaping them with aca-

demic research and media commentary. 

This intellectual drive helps us develop 

innovative solutions that are of practical 

benefit to run your business. 

 

Constant new developments in the business 

world continue to present major challenges, 

impacting on national and multinational 

businesses alike. 

We know it isnôt easy balancing your com-

panyôs legal needs against the constant 

pressure to meet demanding targets. Hav-

ing the right support makes a real differ-

ence. 

These days, every law firm offers impecca-

ble client service, a complete range of legal 

expertise, proven international  

coverage and a real focus on value for 

money. 

 

With your reputation resting on the quality 

of their work, however, you need to be con-

fident that your lawyers offer much more.  

We believe we do. Hereôs how. 

We go to great lengths to learn about your 

business.  

Because itôs only by understanding its ob-

jectives, exposures and opportunities that 

we can provide effective advice on legal 

issues and their commercial implications. 

You can trust us to operate directly with 

your colleagues, confident that weôre stay-

ing focused on your priorities and always 

looking after your best interests.  

 

 

 

 

At CMS DeBacker, we like to think that we can offer the kind of common-sense approach that our 

clients need.  

If youôre looking  

for a fresh  

approach,  

why not see  

whether we can help ? 

IPï TMT -  7 

CMS DeBacker has offices in 

Brussels and Antwerp and offers 

clients a full range of legal and tax 

services. 

 

CMS DeBacker is a member of CMS, 

the organisation of major independent 

European law firms providing 

businesses with legal and tax services 

across Europe and beyond.  Operating 

in 54 business centres around the 

world, CMS has over 595 partners, 

more than 2,400 legal and tax advisers 

and a total complement of over 4,600 

staff.  

 

CMS  can offer : 

 

z co-ordinated advice from a single 

point of contact guaranteeing 

same standards of service and 

quality 

z t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  c l e a r 

monitoring of fee structures 

z a strong presence in 15 EU 

countries  

z probably the largest presence in 

Central Europe 

 

 

 

 

Today, CMS is widely recognized as 

one of the leading full service legal 

providers in Europe.  

 

 

 

CMS DeBacker & CMS  
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A partner and a team 

 

Every client has a lead partner within 

our firm. This client relationship 

partner is available whenever you 

need him/her. Our contact partner 

approach aims at offering you services 

of the highest quality, while at the 

same time maintaining the personal 

contact you deserve.  

 

Contrary to many of our competitors, 

our firm prides itself on the direct 

involvement of its partners in all types 

of projects and for their total 

availability to clients.  

Our clients have repeatedly told us 

how much they appreciate our team 

spirit when working with us. 

 

An efficient service ï keeping costs to 

a minimum 

 

The right man in the right place ï 

transactions staffed with the minimum 

number of lawyers  consistent with the 

highest quality level. 

 

A committed team ï we ensure that 

we work according to the highest 

levels of efficiency. 

 

Individual tasks handled at the 

appropriate professional level ï when 

tasks are delegated, the lead partner 

retains ultimate responsibility for the 

quality of work and advice given. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Value based pricing -  

Alternative fee arrangements 

 

Our services are remunerated based on 

the amount of time spent on each 

particular assignment. 

 

However, we recognize that different 

types of work require different fee 

arrangements. We are happy, where 

appropriate, to discuss with clients 

alternative fee arrangements. 

 

Discounted hourly charge out rates ï 

we can agree  discounted rates in 

appropriate circumstances, for 

example an exceptionally large 

transaction or a regular substantial 

flow of business. 

 

Abort/Success fees ï we can agree a 

percentage of the billable value is 

applied as a discount if the transaction 

aborts and a success fee if the 

transaction proceeds. 

 

Fixed or capped fees for specific 

project work ï we would be prepared 

to discuss fixed or capped fees for all 

or some elements of work subject to 

parameters agreed at the outset of any 

aspect of work. 

 

Blended rate ï on certain transactions 

we can agree blended hourly fee rates 

that apply to all fee earners involved. 

 

 

How do we work? 

ñTom Heremans of CMS De-

Backer is described by peers as 

a rising star, and commended 

by clients as someone who 

ñreally knows the business of 

domain namesò. 
Chambers Global, 2008 

 

"Tom Heremans is recommended." 

Chambers Global, 2008 
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ñCMS DeBacker is expert in trade mark cases, with a 

particular focus on international and national trade 

mark litigation, as well as patent litigation. The firm 

assists many national and international trade mark 

owners, including a US computer and MP3 player 

producer, a German sports shoe manufacturer, and an 

international football association. Tom Heremans, 

Veerle Raus, and Renaud Dupont are recommended.ò 

Legal 500, 2008 

Our IP & TMT Expertise 

Although our IP-TMT Team covers all areas of intellectual property law and technology, media 

and telecommunication law and provides advice to clients in a wide range of industries, our law-

yers have a particularly strong background on the following topics. 

TMT 
 

We draft and negotiate software 

development contracts and provide 

advice for e-commerce deals and 

contracts. 

 

Our team has an excellent reputation 

for domain name disputes, including 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 

proceedings. Three of our lawyers are 

accredited panellists for ñ.beò, ñ.euò 

and/or ñ.comò domain name disputes.  

 

We help protecting IP rights on the 

internet, including copyrights on 

websites and trademarks used by search 

engines. 

 

In the media industry, we conduct 

litigation, amongst others regarding the 

protection of television programmes 

and satellite broadcasting. Finally, we 

conduct several data protection audits 

for multinationals, for which we ensure 

an up-to-date and correct data 

protection portfolio. 

IP  
 

We ensure the protection of registered 

and unregistered IP rights including 

patents, trade-marks, designs, 

copyrights and neighbouring rights 

and databases. We specialize in the 

commercialization of IP rights, 

including drafting and negotiating 

licenses, assignments, coexistence 

agreements and other commercial 

agreements involving the exploitation 

of IP rights. 

 

This does not go without ensuring the 

enforcement of IP rights including 

infringement and revocation actions in 

relation to patents, trademarks, 

copyrights and designs and other 

disputes involving IP rights. In this 

perspective we conduct anti-

counterfeiting actions including 

preventive measures and civil and 

criminal law enforcement. 

 

Furthermore, we refer to the IP audits 

we conduct, the strategic advising on 

trade-mark and patent portfolios and 

on database rights and IP rights in 

so f twa re  and  i n te rne t-based 

technologies. 

ñCMS DeBacker has developed a strong reputation in 

the field of trade-marks, advising clients such as a 

large US producer of baby bottles in a litigation case. 

Tom Heremans is óan expert IP lawyerô and Veerle 

Raus is described by clients as óprompt, accurate, 

providing qualitative adviceô. One client stated óit 

understands the business context of a case, and is 

open minded and a solution providerô." 

Legal 500, 2009 
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A Proven Track Record 

IP  
 

z Trade-mark litigation for various 

global companies in the petro-

leum sector, the cosmetics indus-

try, the sports industry, the tele-

communications industry and the 

food sector. 

 

z Trade-mark portfolio manage-

ment of a European operator of 

high deluxe Outlet Shopping Vil-

lages. 

 

z Trade-mark counterfeiting dis-

putes for clients in the fashion 

industry. 

 

z Copyright litigation with regard 

to comic strip characters. 

 

z Patent litigation regarding phar-

maceuticals. 

 

z Providing a leading international 

agrochemical company with ad-

vice on and assistance with paral-

lel import issues and trade-mark 

infringement matters. 

 

z Patent litigation regarding a pool 

cover system. 

 

z Advising and assisting a major 

sports retailer on parallel import 

issues. 

 

z Patent litigation regarding the 

mini-bars of a 5 star hotel. 

 

z Advising a US company in rela-

tion to the repackaging of batter-

ies and parallel imports. 

 

z Auditing the IP portfolio of the 

Belgian Office for Treatment of 

Radioactive Waste. 

 

 

z Conducting litigation for the 

ñ.euò registry in relation to the 

cancellation of domain names 

that were registered in violation 

of the registration rules. 

 

z Drafting the general terms for 

online tickets sales in the Euro-

pean railways sector. 

 

z Advising a Canadian client on 

the legal status of its interactive 

website and a virtual world of 

toys. 

 

z Conducting litigation regarding 

ERP projects that failed. 

 

z Advising the public authority on 

the conclusion of a software de-

velopment contract for testing 

and scoring government offi-

cials. 

 

z Conducting IP litigation for a 

major satellite TV Company. 

 

z Representing companies in unfair 

competition, trade-mark and 

copyright disputes. 

 

z Advising and representing the 

third largest Belgian mobile tele-

phone operator and its Dutch 

parent company in advertising, 

copyright and trade mark matters. 

 

z Advising and conducting litiga-

tion for international and Euro-

pean football associations in rela-

tion to trademarks and ambush 

marketing. 

 

z Advising and representing an 

international music company with 

regard to  copyr ight  and 

neighbouring rights litigation. 

 

z Conducting litigation regarding 

the database protection of audio 

works in the tourist industry. 

 

 

TMT 
 

z Advising and conducting litiga-

tion for European football asso-

ciations regarding streaming of 

football matches in Europe via 

Chinese service providers. 

 

z Conducting domain name dis-

putes as accredited ñ.euò or ñ.beò 

panellists, as claimants or as de-

fendants, for national and interna-

tional clients. 

 

z Conducting litigation for the 

ñ.beò registry in relation to its 

alleged abusive application of the 

registration rules. 
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A Dedicated IP & TMT Team 

Tom Heremans 

Partner 

 
tom.heremans@cms-db.com 

tel: + 32 2 743 69 73 

 

 

 

 

 

Veerle Raus 

Partner 

 
veerle.raus@cms-db.com 

tel:  + 32 2 743 69 74 

 

 

 

 

 

Renaud Dupont 

Senior associate 

 
renaud.dupont@cms-db.com 

tel: + 32 2 743 69 83 

 

 

 

 

Marie Canivet 

Senior associate 

 
marie.canivet@cms-db.com 

tel: + 32 2 743 69 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Melanie Verroken  

Associate 

 
melanie.verroken@cms-db.com 

tel: + 32 2 743 69 75 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexis Hallemans 

Associate 

 
alexis.hallemans@cms-db.com 

tel: + 32 2 743 69 12 

 

 

 

 

 

Olivier Gilard 

Associate 

 
olivier.gilard@cms-db.com 

tel: + 32 2 743 69 77 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


