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Challenges and Solutions

At CMS DeBacker, we like to think that we can offer the kind of
commonsense approach that our clients need.

Constant new developments in the
business world continue to present
major challenges, impacting on

national and multinational busi-

nesses alike.

We know it i snot
your companyods
the constant pressure to meet de-
manding targets. But having the
right support makes a real differ-
ence.

These days every law firm offers
impeccable client service, a com-
plete range of legal expertise,
proven international coverage and a
real focus on value for money.

With your reputation resting on the
quality of their work, however, you
need to be confident that your law-
yers offer much more.

We believe we do.

We go to great lengths to learn
about your business

Because itds
its objectives, exposures and oppor-
tunities that we can provide effec-
tive advice on legal issues and their
commercial implications. You can

trust us to operate directly with

your colleagues, confident that

wedOre staying
orities and always looking after
your interests.

focused

We always adapt our services to
your needs

Naturally you want a uniformly
high standard of support across
your entire portfolio, but how
these arey delivesed @am ariake g

| e bumd differerea © yaug avorka s t

load.

Whether you need a single point

of contact or direct access to a
range of experts,
happen.

You can rely on us to offer you
the maximum of flexibility and
convenience.

We stay enthusiastic about the
law and the businesses we advise

Our 75strong legal team does

not just keep up to date with the
latdf rdevelSpméh@;Win many
cases they are shaping them with
academic research and media
commentary. This intellectual

drive helps us develop innovative

o n | y solytigns (thaly are &ft prastigal n g

benetit to the running of your
business.

on your pri -

we 61| | ma k e i

If anything, the flexibil-
ity of our approach to
legal or factual issues i
our main asset.

I f

youor e
fresh approach, why no
see if we can help ?
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Our Tax Expertise

Our Tax team has a wealth of experience in handling complex transactions. It com-
bines local expertise with the international resources afforded by membership of the
CMS Organisation. Ask them the impossible: they will do it!

Our Tax team has particular ex- Our practical experience of deli-
perience in, among others cate tax matters allows us not only

to assist you in this area, but also
to help you put in place the neces-
z National & International taxa- sary tax structures that are best

tion adapted to the latest legal develop-

z Corporate & Real Estate Tax ments.

z VAT & Registration duties

z Patrimonial taxation

z Estate planning

As our Tax team is used to dealing

with questions relating to the most

current matters, the members of "CMS DeBacker together with C

our tax department will guide you Bureau Francis Lefebvre has develo

through all the stages of consulta- considerable expertise in assist

tion or litigation, in national or French nationals in complex estate pl

international files, in direct and/or ning matters and has gained signifi

indirect tax matters. market recognition for this specialis
The practice additionally advises on
tax aspects of corporate restructuri

This department is comprised of and PPP.Eric De Plaen and Didier

well-rounded lawyers who manage Grégoire are recommended".

to combine the art of synthesis

with the technical nature of tax Legal 500, 2008

matters, the dynamism of youth

with the experience of our part- "Highlights for the CMS DeBacke

ners. team include advising a computer sq
ware developer on its pisale reorgani
sation to a US buyer, including relocd

Thanks to them we are in a posi- sation of the group in Belgium, and

tion to help at the time of tax au- optimi sation of

dits, and we are especially able to management. In addition, the team

help you in defending your inter- vised a zinc mining company on

ests upon a conflict with the tax reorganisation of its transfer prici

administration, as much at the ad- policies, and negotiation of a favoural

ministrative stage as at the judicial ruling with the Belgian tax authoriti

stage. Didier Grégoire is recommended".

Legal 500, 2009
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A Proven Track Record

A wealth of experience in handling complex transactions in Belgium and beyond

Services include a full package of Type of clients include: Examples of missions :

international tax planning with par-

ticular emphasis on: z  Financial institutions z  Advising a French REIT (SIIC)

z  Major manufacturing on the structure of its investment

z International mergers, acquisi- industrial in a 32,000 sgm commercial

tions and joint ventures centre in the Brussels vicinity
i ) ) z Real estate investors L )

z Crossborder finance, including z  Advising an important French
leasing 2 Real estate developers property developer listed in Paris

z International and domestic tax on the acquisition structure of
strategy two large housing projects (470

. . units) in Brussels
z International investment and )

fund work z Acting for a Kuwaiti financial
institution in connection with the
sharia compliant financing of a

. L large warehouse in Flanders
z  Advice on transfer pricing issues (EUR 18,000,000)

z Tax planning with double tax
treaties

z Establishment of international

) z  Advising an important publisher
holding structures

in connection with the acquisi-

z  Advice on privatization and ma- tion of a Belgian publishing
jor projects group and the setting up of a
z  Multi-country real estate invest- cashpooling structure
ment structuring z  Acting for real estate developers
z Tax incentive on green invest- in connection with the recovery
ment of VAT on retail projects
z Tax regime of public economy z  Advising a listed company in
entities Paris on the setting up of a cash

z  High level technical intervention pooling structure

with fiscal authorities both na- g VIS 5o e together with C
tional and European Bureau Francis Lefebvre has de

2 E-commerce and internet advice KIS UNIEEIEERD ISR RCEE

. ing French nationals in complex ¢
on both income taxes and VAT tate planning matters and has gai

z  Tax litigation, dispute and insur-  [Sile[aliile= a8 ELEE (=leols g TTo]g el g1t

ance work specialism. The practice additiona

) . - advises on the tax aspects of co

2 Private client domicile, tax and  FEREREET SRS LR S0 B)

estate planning. Plaen and Didier Grégoire are rec
ommended".

Tax Directors Handboak 2008
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A Dedicated Tax Team
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Didier Grégoire
Partner

didier.grégoire@cmsb.com
tel: +32 2 743 69 59

Eric De Plaen
Partner

eric.deplaen@cmdb.com
tel: +32 2 743 69 50

Olivier Querinjean
Associate

olivier.querinjean@cmslb.com
tel: +32 2 743 69 61

Valentine Canivet
Associate

valentine.canivet@cmdb.com
tel: +32 2 743 69 07

Lievin De Wulf
Partner

lievin.dewulf@cmsdb.com
tel: +32 2 743 69 59

Bruno Orban
Associate

bruno.orban@cmdb.com
tel: +32 2 743 69 29

Alexandros Sapsalis
Associate

Alexandros.sapsalis@crab.com
tel: +32 2 674 85 31



How do we work?

A partner and a team

Every client has a contact partnerDiscounted hourly charge out rates
within our firm. This client relation- i we can agree discounted rates in
ship partner is available whenever youappropriate circumstances, for
need him/her. Our contact partner apexample an exceptionally large
proach aims at offering you servicestransaction or a regular substantial
of the highest quality, while at the flow of business.
same time maintaining the personal
contact you deserve. Abort/Success feeis we can agree
a percentage of the billable value is
Contrary to many of our competitors, applied as a discount if the transac-
our firm prides itself for the direct tion aborts and as an uplift if the
involvement of its partners in large transaction proceeds.
and medium projects and for their
total availability to clients and our Fixed or capped fees for specific
clients have repeatedly told us howproject worki we would be pre-
much they appreciate our team spiritpared to discuss fixed or capped
when working with us. fees for all or some elements of
work subject to parameters agreed
An efficient servicd keeping costs to at the outset of any aspect of work.
a minimum
Blended raté on certain transac-
AThe right ma n Tia ttions weecan ragreg blendegd hoarky g
Transactions are staffed with the mini-fee rates that apply to all fee earn-
mum number of lawyers consistenters involved.
with the highest quality level.

At CMS DeBack
ate having high level and sed

Progresshased paymeritideal for soned lawyers with outstandin{
A committed teani As well as pro- project work, we can agree key | it tMIAEREREREEE CUIle e
viding continuity for you this also project milestones at which certain [ SRR SEEEEHECE S SR
ensures that we work to the highestargets have been met. If they are
levels of efficiency. not met (_)nly a proportion of the Feedback from a large interna

fees is paid. tional bank(Client Survey )
Individual tasks handled at the appro-
priate professional levél When tasks
are delegated, the lead partner retains
ultimate responsibility for the quality
of work and advice given.

ARA key strengt
tism and the way CMS De
Backer gets to understand t
business by getting to know ug
building the relationship and
understanding what is importa
and what 1is no

Value based pricing Alternative fee
arrangements

We recognise that different types of
work require different fee arrange-
ments. We are happy, where appropri-
ate, to discuss with clients alternative
fee arrangements.

Feedback from a large internd
tional bank(Client Survey)
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CMS DeBacker & CMS

CMS DeBacker has offices in Brus- CMS can offer :

sels and Antwerp and offers clients a
full range of legal and tax services z

CMS DeBackeris a member of CMS,

the organisation of major independent
European law firms providing busi-

nesses with legal and tax services
across Europe and beyond. Operating
in 54 business centres around the
world, CMS has over 595 partners,
more than 2,400 legal and tax advisers
and a total complement of over 4,600
staff. z

Today,CMS is widely recognized as
one of the leading full service legal
A single team of CMS Pan providers in Europe.
European Corporate Real Estate

advisers

Co-ordinated advice from a sin-

gle point of contact guaranteeing

same standards of service and

quality

Transparency and clear monitor-

ing of fee structures

A strong presence in 15 EU

countries

Probably the largest presence in

Central Europe




